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Main Findings 
 

 

 For the third consecutive year, the new curriculum is being taught without 

changes made.  

 

 The main findings of three separate IMPACT-se reports on the Palestinian 

curriculum from September 2019 indicate that the new Palestinian 

Authority curriculum is more radical than those previously taught, with a clear 

deterioration in content meeting UNESCO standards. 

 

1. Palestinian Curriculum 2019-2020: Selected Examples  

Sample selected examples based on research by IMPACT-se on the new 

Palestinian school curriculum for the 2019–20 academic year available here.  

  

2. The New Palestinian Curriculum - By the Numbers 

Quantitative analysis of the 2019-20 Palestinian curriculum available here. 

 

3. The Rejection of Peace 

References to Peace Agreements, Israel, and Jews, now removed from the new 

PA Curriculum available here.  

 

 There is a systematic insertion of violence, martyrdom and jihad across all grades 

and subjects in a more extensive and sophisticated manner, embracing a full 

spectrum of extreme nationalist ideas and Islamist ideologies that extend even into 

the teaching of mathematics and science, including: physics, chemistry and 

biology. The possibility of peace with Israel is rejected. Legitimacy of any 

historical Jewish presence in what is today Israel and the Palestinian Authority or 

of the current Jewish presence in Israel, is entirely absent from the curriculum. 

 

 Increased Radicalization- Newton’s Second Law is taught through the use of 

a slingshot targeting soldiers, to explain power, mass, and tensile strength with 

an image of a violent confrontation. Calculus is taught by counting the number of 

martyrs in Palestinian uprisings. Nine-year-old third graders recite a poem calling 

for "sacrificing blood" to remove the enemy from the land by "eliminating the 

usurper" and "annihilate the remnants of the foreigners." The curriculum is openly 

anti-Semitic, teaching children unsubstantiated myths and imagery that the Jews 

control the world and are corrupt.  

 

 

https://www.impact-se.org/wp-content/uploads/PA-Reports_-Combined-Selected-Examples_2019-20.pdf
https://www.impact-se.org/wp-content/uploads/By-the-Numbers-Quantative-Analysis-on-PA-Curriculum.pdf
https://www.impact-se.org/wp-content/uploads/Rejection-of-Peace_-Changes-from-Pre-2016-PA-Curricula.pdf
https://impact-se.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cda888712516195d04c9534ec&id=014178a385&e=0d01c5fee0
https://impact-se.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cda888712516195d04c9534ec&id=2b87ffc6c8&e=0d01c5fee0
https://impact-se.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cda888712516195d04c9534ec&id=cddf893ae9&e=0d01c5fee0
https://impact-se.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cda888712516195d04c9534ec&id=f62db373d2&e=0d01c5fee0
https://impact-se.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cda888712516195d04c9534ec&id=4896161a8e&e=0d01c5fee0
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 Children are taught that martyrdom and jihad are "the most important things in 

life", and that "dying is better than living." Those who become martyrs are taught 

they will be rewarded with 72 virgin brides in paradise. Terrorists such as Dalal 

Mughrabi, who participated in the 1978 Coastal Road Massacre, which killed 38 

Israelis including 13 children, are glorified as role models and heroes whose 

footsteps should be followed, while terror attacks, such as the 1972 Munich 

Olympics massacre, are justified as part of a legitimate tool of "Palestinian 

resistance".  Ninth-grade Arabic students learn a story describing a firebomb 

attack on Israeli passengers traveling on a bus, reporting the terror incident as a 

“barbecue party." Palestine's contiguous territory is described as from the "river to 

the sea". LGBTQ parenthood is taught to lead to problems in children's mental 

state and education.  

 

 Rejection of Peace- In contrast to previous Palestinian curricula, this new 

curriculum methodically omits discussion of peace education in the context of the 

conflict with Israel. The Two-State Solution, peace and coexistence with Israel as 

the ultimate goal to resolve conflict are not options to be advocated within 

textbooks. There is no hint at even a possibility of solving the conflict with Israel 

peacefully. Peace agreements, summits and proposals with Israel previously seen 

in PA schoolbooks are now eliminated such as: Yasser Arafat’s call for a new era 

of coexistence, negotiations with Israel as the ultimate goal to live side-by-side in 

peace and security; meetings between Israelis and PLO leading to peace 

negotiations, the Annapolis Conference, "Roadmap Plan", Camp David Accords, 

Wye River agreement, Israel’s peace treaty with Jordan. 

 

 Legitimacy of any historical Jewish presence in what is today Israel and the 

Palestinian Authority or of the current Jewish presence in Israel, is entirely absent 

from the curriculum. Jewish history and heritage are repeatedly portrayed as 

forgeries; Jewish holy places are represented as Muslim areas usurped by the 

Zionists. Examples of now-eliminated lessons about Jewish presence and 

historical roots which previously appeared in PA schoolbooks include: 

Recognition and acknowledgement of Israel and its establishment in 1948, the 

name "Israel" on two maps of a history textbook, Jewish historical presence and 

connection to Jerusalem as the Jews’ capital for that period, Ancient Jewish 

kingdoms in Palestine such as "The Jews' David's Kingdom," "the Northern 

Kingdom of Israel," "the Kingdom of Judea." 

 

 For Grades 2–12, one hundred percent of social studies, history, Arabic language, 

and national education textbooks contain problematic content. Violent wording is 

spread across the Palestinian curriculum with over 2,795 references. 

 

https://impact-se.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cda888712516195d04c9534ec&id=3f7237ad24&e=0d01c5fee0
https://impact-se.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cda888712516195d04c9534ec&id=6ae88b8c55&e=0d01c5fee0
https://impact-se.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cda888712516195d04c9534ec&id=237c04a0dd&e=0d01c5fee0
https://impact-se.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cda888712516195d04c9534ec&id=21b3d0ad55&e=0d01c5fee0
https://impact-se.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cda888712516195d04c9534ec&id=21b3d0ad55&e=0d01c5fee0
https://impact-se.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cda888712516195d04c9534ec&id=e19555a16b&e=0d01c5fee0
https://impact-se.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cda888712516195d04c9534ec&id=e19555a16b&e=0d01c5fee0
https://impact-se.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cda888712516195d04c9534ec&id=255de998b0&e=0d01c5fee0
https://impact-se.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cda888712516195d04c9534ec&id=fa1c7af1c6&e=0d01c5fee0
https://impact-se.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cda888712516195d04c9534ec&id=fa1c7af1c6&e=0d01c5fee0
https://impact-se.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cda888712516195d04c9534ec&id=7560f64d7f&e=0d01c5fee0
https://impact-se.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cda888712516195d04c9534ec&id=3d5a3f6eca&e=0d01c5fee0
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 73% of science books contain problematic messaging including violence or 

incitement to violence; hatred of the Other; and radical, inappropriate or 

disturbing content including in mathematics, biology, chemistry, life sciences and 

physics   

 

EU Efforts to Stop the Radicalization in the PA Curriculum 

 
1. April 2019, European Union High Representative Federica Mogherini announced 

that the EU is taking the lead to investigate incitement and hate in the Palestinian 

curriculum. 

 

2. In September 2018, the European Parliament’s Budget Committee passed an 

amendment (amendment 1718 – BUDG/3543 page 69-70) recommending 

Plenary to freeze €15 million in aid to the PA Ministry of Education.  

 

3. In April 2018, European Parliament passed legislation adopted by plenary (bullet 

272, p. 54) designed to prevent EU aid from being used to teach hate in the 

Palestinian territories. 

 

International Efforts to Stop the Radicalization in the PA Curriculum 
 

4. In December 2019, the Norwegian Parliament instructed government to withhold 

funding to Palestinian Authority if incitement is not removed from textbooks. 

 

5. In December 2019, the U.S. House Foreign Affairs Committee passed the 

bipartisan Peace and Tolerance in Palestinian Education Act (H.R. 2343) by 

unanimous consent and is moving through U.S. Congress. 

 

6. In August 2019, the United Nations issued an unprecedented report calling on the 

Palestinian Authority to remove  all Anti-Semitic material, hate speech, and 

incitement to violence from their school curriculum that perpetuate prejudices and 

hatred.  

 

7. In January 2019, the Parliament of the United Kingdom passed the first hearing 

of legislation introduced by a Labour Party member demanding that taxpayer 

money not be used to teach hate while denouncing incitement in Palestinian 

textbooks. 

 

8. In December 2018, the German government announced it will conduct an 

investigation into Palestinian textbooks following an exposé of the curriculum 

in BILD. 

https://www.timesofisrael.com/eu-to-probe-palestinian-textbooks-for-incitement-to-hatred-violence/
https://www.jpost.com/Arab-Israeli-Conflict/European-Parliament-committee-votes-to-freeze-15M-to-PA-over-inciting-textbooks-568172
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/cmsdata/155190/budg2019-doc6-txt-2-en.pdf
https://www.jpost.com/Middle-East/EU-passes-bill-to-promote-anti-hate-education-in-Palestinian-schools-551175
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-8-2018-0121_EN.pdf?redirect
https://www.stortinget.no/no/Saker-og-publikasjoner/Publikasjoner/Innstillinger/Stortinget/2019-2020/inns-201920-007s/?m=1
https://www.jpost.com/Arab-Israeli-Conflict/Norwegian-parliament-tells-government-to-cut-funding-to-PA-over-textbooks-610120
https://www.jpost.com/Arab-Israeli-Conflict/Norwegian-parliament-tells-government-to-cut-funding-to-PA-over-textbooks-610120
https://www.jpost.com/Middle-East/House-Committee-passes-Peace-and-Tolerance-in-Palestinian-Education-Act-611394
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/2343
https://www.algemeiner.com/2019/08/30/in-first-un-anti-racism-committee-slams-palestinians-over-antisemitic-school-textbooks/
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/Treaties/CERD/Shared%20Documents/PSE/CERD_C_PSE_CO_1-2_36938_E.pdf
https://services.parliament.uk/Bills/2017-19/internationaldevelopmentassistancepalestiniannationalauthorityschools.html
https://www.algemeiner.com/2018/07/05/uk-lawmakers-denounce-incitement-in-palestinian-textbooks-as-government-plans-inquiry/
https://www.bild.de/politik/inland/politik-inland/lehrplan-in-palaestina-neue-schulbuecher-ehren-terroristen-58793620.bild.html?wtmc=fbmessenger#%23%23wt_ref=https%3A%2F%2Fl.facebook.com%2Fl.php%3Fu%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Furl.spectrm.de%252F91qRI%26h%3DAT0J6RgJ3jY8Wo2loU7KvOXdBPEfkeL1WcHCJEnPJYGoJB1da9jImULd2oWLlwBRJBMRpTDuIT5THfyGFWeiesfR2zwUjg2_iyzi93iJ5uBzKBIUdZs-IwRKWvFKuxBS_tgv9qeJH4vLbA&wt_t=
https://www.bild.de/politik/inland/politik-inland/lehrplan-in-palaestina-neue-schulbuecher-ehren-terroristen-58793620.bild.html?wtmc=fbmessenger#%23%23wt_ref=https%3A%2F%2Fl.facebook.com%2Fl.php%3Fu%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Furl.spectrm.de%252F91qRI%26h%3DAT0J6RgJ3jY8Wo2loU7KvOXdBPEfkeL1WcHCJEnPJYGoJB1da9jImULd2oWLlwBRJBMRpTDuIT5THfyGFWeiesfR2zwUjg2_iyzi93iJ5uBzKBIUdZs-IwRKWvFKuxBS_tgv9qeJH4vLbA&wt_t=
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The 2019–20 Palestinian School Curriculum Grades 1–12 
Selected Examples 

 
1. Our Beautiful Language, Vol. 2, Grade 1, 2019, p. 53 

A reading exercise with the letter "h"(hāʾ, ه) for first graders includes the word shahid 

(martyr) at the center with other words such as hujum (attack) and harab (run away). 

 

2. Mathematics, Vol. 1, Grade 4, 2019, p. 27. 

Violence is inserted into science and math exercises: calculus is taught by counting the number of 

martyrs in Palestinian uprisings. A photograph of a funeral is placed next to the question. 

 
The number of martyrs of the First Intifada (the Intifada of Rocks) is 2026 martyrs, and the 

number of martyrs of the Al-Aqsa Intifada is 5,050. The number of martyrs in the two intifadas 

is _________ martyrs. 

 

3. Arabic Language, Vol. 1, Grade 5, 2019, p. 20. 

Martyrdom and jihad are mentioned as "the most important meanings of life." 

 

 Giving one's life [fida'], sacrifice, fight, jihad, and struggle are the most important meanings 

 of life, especially for a people suffering from the scourge of occupation, of siege, repression, 

 harassment, demolition, and arrest; [all] for freedom, the establishment of the state and self-

 determination. This is the Palestinian people who displayed the most beautiful pictures of 

 belonging and steadfastness and gave birth to heroes armed with faith, knowledge and 

 patriotism. 



6  

4. History, Vol. 1, Grade 11, 2019, p. 9. 

An 11th Grade Palestinian history textbook implies that Jews control the world, using classic anti-

Semitic imagery. The caption reads: "Cultural Colonialism: The Most Dangerous Type of 

Colonialism, Because It Attacks the Spirit of the Nation and Its Beliefs. 

 
 

5. Science and Life, Vol. 1, Grade 7, 2019, p. 57. 

Newton's Second Law is taught through the image of a boy with a slingshot targeting soldiers, to 

explain power, mass and tensile strength. 

 
Newton's Second Law: 

 During the first Palestinian uprising, Palestinian youths used slingshots to confront the soldiers 

 of the Zionist Occupation and defend themselves from their treacherous bullets. 

 • What is the relationship between the elongation of the slingshot's rubber and the tensile 

 strength affecting it? 

 • What are the forces that influence the stone after its release from the slingshot?  

 

6. Arabic Language, Vol. 1, Grade 9, 2019, p. 61. (Previously- Arabic Language, Vol. 1, 

Grade 9, 2018, p. 61.) 

Students in grade 9 Arabic study a story describing a firebomb attack on Israeli passengers 

traveling on a bus, reporting the terror incident as a “barbecue party” [haflat shiwaa']. 

 

*The "barbecue party" expression is highlighted in yellow. 

The neighbor: 'The curfew does not include us in Al-Sharafah [neighborhood]. It is 

imposed on Al-Natarish [neighborhood]. It seems that there is a barbecue party [haflat 

shiwaa'] there with firebombs [Molotov cocktails] on one of the buses of the colonial 

settlement “Psagot” on Mount Al-Tawil. 
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7. Our Beautiful Language, Vol. 2, Grade 3, 2019, p. 66. 

The liberation of all of Palestine is described in a violent poem aimed at nine-year olds. It calls for 

"sacrificing blood" to remove the enemy from the land by "eliminating the usurper" and to 

"annihilate the remnants of the foreigners." 

 
 

8. Science and Life, Vol. 1, Grade 8, 2019, p. 52. 

A science exercise is entitled "The Stones Uprising and Elastic Potential Energy" the use of a 

slingshot against IDF soldiers teaches about elastic energy. Students are asked to answer specific 

questions as to the usefulness of the slingshot including the transfer of energy of the stone shot 

from the slingshot, and safety precautions that should be taken when using a slingshot. 

 
  

9. Arabic Language, Vol. 2, Grade 5, 2019, pp. 51–61. 

Dalal al-Mughrabi, the perpetrator of the 1978 Coastal Road massacre is celebrated in an 

entire chapter teaching Arabic reading compression. A hijab-style kufiyah is added to her 

portrait, presumably for nationalistic and Islamic effect. Fifth graders are invited to 

follow in her footsteps and sacrifice their lives.  
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10. History, Vol. 2, Grade 11, 2019, p. 52. 

The text openly endorses the Munich Massacre during the 1972 Munich Summer Olympics, when 

the Fatah's Black September group took eleven Israeli Olympic team members hostage, killing 

them along with a West German police officer. The text uses this attack as an example for 

justifying Palestinian warfare against "Zionist interests abroad." 

 
 

11. Geography and Modern and Contemporary History of Palestine, Vol. 2, Grade 10, 2019, p. 61. 

The PLO aircraft hijackings of Pam Am and Lufthansa in 1973 that killed 32 passengers 

are described as "operations against Zionist targets." No criticism is offered, nor 

encouragement to discussion about the legitimacy of attacking civilian targets. 

 
 

12. Arabic Language, Vol. 1, Grade 5, 2019, p. 15. 

Dying is described as better than living in a chapter glorifying Palestinian martyrs. Those who seek 

to live fruitful, peaceful lives instead of taking the path of martyrs are criticized. "Drinking the cup 

of bitterness with glory is much sweeter than a pleasant long life accompanied by humiliation." 
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13. Islamic Education, Vol. 1, Grade 9, 2019, p. 13. 

Students are taught that those who die as martyrs (shuhada') receive seventy-two virgin brides in 

paradise and other rewards. 

 
 

14. Social Studies, Vol. 2, Grade 8, 2019, p. 75, 78 

In a chapter teaching about gender roles and procreation, LGBT parenthood and single parenthood 

are taught to lead to problems in children's mental state and education. Moreover, students are 

required to discuss and answer questions about gender roles, among them a question referring to 

family integrity, which is formulated in a way that implies that a family is not considered 

“complete” if its parents do not include both genders. 

 
 

15. Social Studies, Vol. 2, Grade 7, 2019, p. 49. 

A dangerous blood libel teaches that "Zionists" deliberately tried to burn down the Al-Aqsa Mosque 

in 1969. As is very well known, an Australian Christian fundamentalist tourist named Denis Rohan 

was in fact responsible for the attack. 
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16. Islamic Education, Vol. 2, Grade 5, 2019, pp. 65–66 

Children are taught an anti-Semitic myth that the Jews attempted to kill the Prophet 

Muhammad. This is largely rejected in mainstream Islam and it doesn’t appear in the 

Quran. Jews are referred to as "enemies of Islam." 

 

 

17. Islamic Education, Vol. 1, Grade 11, 2019, pp. 10–16. 

An Islamic education chapter clearly teaches that according to the Qur'an, Jews are corrupt and are 

doomed to destruction both in the past and in the future by Allah’s servants ("The children of 

Israel’s corruption of the land was and will be the cause of their annihilation"). Some of the 

exercises use the word "Jews" instead of the historic Qur'anic term "Children of Israel," to 

emphasize the virtues of those who will defeat the Jews in the future. 

 
 

18. Islamic Education, Vol. 1, Grade 5, 2019, pp. 65, 103. 

Students are encouraged to "sacrifice" for liberation of the Al-Aqsa Mosque. They are also 

instructed to color a Palestinian flag, seemingly dripping in blood, against the backdrop of the 

Dome of the Rock. It is accompanied by a map of Palestine without Israel with the following 

caption embedded into it: 
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The New Palestinian Curriculum By the Numbers – 
Quantitative Analysis  

 

The following data is taken from quantitative analysis by IMPACT-se of the current Palestinian 

Ministry of Education curriculum, applying UNESCO-derived standards
1
 of peace and tolerance. All 

2019–20 textbooks for the first semester were analyzed.  

In this report, we define Problematic Content as: violent connotations, incitement to violence, hatred 

of the Other, and radical, inappropriate or disturbing content.  

Most Troubling Subjects, Grades 2–12 (Problematic Content) 

For grades 2–12, all textbooks (100%) in social studies, history, Arabic, and national education contain 

problematic content. 

 
Chart 4: Percentage of Textbooks in Four Most Troubling Subjects, Grades 2–12 

 

 

 

                                                      
1
 https://www.impact-se.org/methodology-2/ 
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Violent References 

Violent wording is spread across the Palestinian curriculum with over 2,795 references. 

  
Chart 1: Violent References by Subject 

 

 

 

 

 

Examples of Violent References Include: 

Hatred (including anti-Semitism), jihadi fighting, martyrs and martyrdom, 

sacrifice and self-sacrifice, terror and terrorists, attack, blood (excluding in a 

biological context) fighting, ribat, beating, massacre, struggle, Intifada, assault, 

battle, resistance, war, demolition, destruction. 
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Problematic Material in Science 

Three-Quarters of Science Books Have Problematic Messaging 

Including Mathematics, Biology, Chemistry, Life Sciences and Physics   

 
Chart 14: Problematic Content in Science Textbooks (73%)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

27% 

73% 

Percentage of Problematic Books in the 
Scientific Curriculum 

Problematic Content Includes: 

Violence or incitement to violence; hatred of the 

Other; and radical, inappropriate or disturbing content. 


